
 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

24 -27 May 2019 

                               Venue: Skopje, Nord Macedonia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CALL FOR PARTICIPANTS 
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 

 
“Fight homophobia and ostracism against Roma, in the past 

and today” 

 
 



 

 
 

Context of the conference 

 

Knowledge of the history of Europe is necessary to be able to interpret the different 
perceptions of current events. The knowledge that the citizens should acquire in order to be 
aware of a relationship between current events and processes in the past is not primarily 
based on simple facts and dates but also on a knowledge of basic structures, the economic 
and social situation, and political systems.  

In many totalitarian countries minorities were not considered of the perfect race, or did not fit 
into the ideology of the totalitarian societies. The Roma were seen by the Nazis as being 
inferior, they were not as good a human being as the superior race and in October 1939 all 
Roma were ordered to be sent to concentration camps. During this period, Roma were 
subjected to genocide and totally denied of their civil rights.  
 
Discrimination against the Roma, marginalization and ostracism  are still prevalent in today ’s 
Europe. EU Agency for Basic Rights (FRA) in 2016 presented a research where Roma in 
most of EU countries live in risk of poverty, one third live in households without any water to 
drink, segregation is schools, high rate of unemployed etc. Em 
ail: 
The conference will gather activists for the Roma issues, Roma and Non Roma politicians, 
historians, young people in order to discuss about the scope of democracy in the past and 
today, What are the educational tools and legal instruments at EU and national levels to fight 
racism and xenophobia, how to boost the Roma involvement into decision making process. 
 

 
Methodology 
 
The conference is envisaged to give introduction to the Roma Holocaust and HRE topic. The    
methodology    is    based    on    NFE    methods:    using    manuals    such    as:  Right to 
Remember, T-Kit-Social Inclusion, Compass etc.  groups work,  brainstorming,  wall   writing,  
association  game,  discussion, debate, simulation, audiovisual techniques.  
 
The project gives a high priority to youth  participation  from  the  preparatory  to  the  
evaluation  process,  in  particular  that  the  participants can shape the program based on 
their own needs and interests. 

 
Aim and Objectives  
 
The aim of the training  is to raise awareness about the Roma Holocaust and Human 
Rights Education stimulating the critical thinking and debate of young people, their reflection 
and understanding of history and antigipsysm.  
To reach the general aim of the TC, the objectives are: 
 

 Raise involvement of Roma and non-Roma citizens in European debate on  Roma 
Inclusion; 

 Sent key points to the stakeholders: Roma civic and democratic participation is 
necessary for greater Roma inclusion and better future perspectives in Europe 

 Roma and non-Roma volunteers and activists, sharing their grassroots engagement 
and practices; 

 Build alliances of Roma organizations to the established stakeholders 



 

 
 

 
 
PROFILE OF THE PARTICIPANTS  
 
 
Present will be Roma and non-Roma youth leaders, activists, multipliers, and volunteers who 
are working with young and/or Roma youth.  
 
Participants must also: 

 
 be familiar with the situation and challenges of the Roma community in their country  

 be motivated to develop their competences in advocacy, anti-discrimination work, human 
rights and to share their experiences with other participants  

 be aged 18 –  

 be committed to attend for the full duration of the course  

 be able to work in English 

 be resident in one of the European countries and Balkan countries: Nord Macedonia, 
Albania, Serbia, Montenegro,Bosnia and Herzegovina and Kosovo. 
 
 
Costs and Accommodation  
 

 
There is no participation fee however participants are encouraged to contribute to the travel 
costs. The organizers cover the costs for accommodation, board and any program-related 
costs. Travel costs are reimbursed during the seminar or afterwards by bank transfer based 
on a fully presented travel reimbursement claim (flight bookings, boarding tickets, invoices, 
bus/train tickets), based on the cheapest means and up to a certain amount:  
 
- Western Europe max. 250 Euro,  

- Central and Eastern Europe max 200 €;  

- Balkan countries:  return bus ticket price  
 
 

for questions contact the organizers.  
 

The conference will be held in the Hotel VIP, Skopje where everyone will also be lodged. 
Participants will be accommodated in triple rooms. No single or double rooms will  be 
provided. 
Address:  Hotel VIP 

    Street 163 no.117, 1000 Skopje, 
Republic of Nord Macedonia 

 
Hotel VIP is in the city center, 10 -15 min. away by walk from the bus station in Skopje. 
Direction: BUS STATION - HOTEL 

 
 

http://wiphotel.com.mk/en/hotel-skopje/


 

 
 

 
 
 
Application procedure  

 
All interested applicants must to fill out the online Application form until 12 April  2018.   The 
results will be announced up to 17  April 2018. All the applicants will receive an answer to 
the application.  
 
 
If you have question related to the training course please feel free to contact us on: 
info.marandost@gmail.com  
 

 

Travel reibursment 
 
 
All participants should arrive in the hotel WIP in Skopje during the whole day on Friday  
24th May  and depart on Monday 27th May  2019. 
 
Reimbursement will be done on a spot or via bank transfer after the receipt of all travel 
documents including boarding passes. The tickets should be sent immediately after the 
activity.  
 
Further Rules regarding the booking of the tickets and reimbursement:  
 

 The selected participants choose flight connections and send them to us or via the 
partners for confirmation. Please don’t book any tickets without our confirmation.  

 

 Only the cheapest tickets will be reimbursed. We will not cover tickets with the 
deviation from the direct route, extra unnecessary stops and layovers. We don’t 
cover seat reservation fees, leisure plus tickets, flexible tariff tickets, extra travel 
insurances, priority boarding fees.  

 

 Only tickets purchased online will be reimbursed. We can’t cover travel agencies’ 
fees. Travel agencies invoices for the flight tickets won’t be accepted for 
reimbursement;  

 

 We can’t reimburse taxi or private cars, only public transport will be covered.  
 

 You can arrive 1-2 days before the activity or depart 1-2 days after if you want to 
spend more time in the host country on your own, provided that the tickets on these 
days are not more expensive than on the official travel days 

 

Online Check-in (per email in PDF) and electronic invoice are highly recommended. 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1MEusjFmJrg_uQ4mKgyB2rt3I6yaV3q37gf8E7yif6HQ/edit
mailto:info.marandost@gmail.com


 

 
 

Arrival Day is the 24 of May – you can arrive at any time on this day. The dinner will be 
served at about 7 p.m.  Departure Day is the 27 of May - you can depart any time on this 
day. There will be only breakfast on this day 
 
Those participants who will come by plane and land in the International airport  in 
Skopje which is 10 km far from the city, to reach the bus station in Skopje you have to take 
an airport bus that are standing just outside from the airport building. For the airport bus 
schedule, check this link: Direction: AIRPORT - SKOPJE 

 

***KEEP ALL THE TICKETS, INVOICES, BOARDING PASSES, MISSING TICKETS, INVOICES WILL 

NOT BE REIMBURSED. *** 

 
WORKING LANGUAGE 
 
The working language of the conference is English. 
 
 
PUT IN YOUR LUGGAGE DON’T FORGET 

 

 PASSPORT; 

 KEEP ALL TRAVEL TICKETS, INVOICES, BILLS AND BOARDING PASSES; 

 LAP TOP (if you have and think that you need, a Wi-Fi LAN is available in the venue); 

 PROMO MATERIALS TO PROMOTE THE ORGANIZATION, YOUR PROJECTS; 

  “STANDARD TRAINING EQUIPMENT”: an ALARM CLOCK, ANY DICTIONARIES (you 

might require), COMFORTABLE CLOTHES, etc. 

 

The weather in Skopje 
 
(Have a look) Forecast Skopje 

 

Currency in Macedonia  
 
The domestic currency is the Macedonian Denars (MKD), 1 Euro = 61, 5 MKD.  

 

Prices in Macedonia  
 
About the prices, for example one “Pivo” (Beer) in bars and clubs cost from 70-100 (denars 
–MKD), but as everywhere in the shops is much cheaper.  
 
 
 
 

http://skp.airports.com.mk/BusTransportPopUp.aspx?l=2&t=1
https://www.accuweather.com/en/mk/skopje/227397/daily-weather-forecast/227397


 

 
 

Skopje & Nord Macedonia 
 
Skopje is the capital of the Republic of Nord Macedonia, it is in the Povardarie region, and is 
the largest and most diverse city in the country. Skopje has been occupied by many different 
people since its foundation. This is evidenced by the several Byzantine churches and 
monasteries around the city, also by a few Roman sites, such as Scupi and Skopje's 
Aqueduct. However, the group that left the greatest mark on Skopje was the Ottomans. The 
Ottomans ruled Macedonia for hundreds of years and built a large number of mosques and 
other buildings. 
Today, Skopje is becoming a modern city. Home to about quarter of the entire population of 
the country, it is also home to many different types of people. Besides the majority 
Macedonians, many Albanians, Turks, Roma, Serbs, Bosniaks and others call Skopje home. 
 

More info about Macedonia on www.exploringmacedonia.com 

 

Host Organizer: ROMA YOUTH CENTRE 

Roma Youth Centre is a non-governmental, non-profit Roma youth voluntary organization. RYC’s 

vision is an integrative and tolerant society, educated Roma, prosperity and benefits, equal approach 

to rights for all and improving of the quality of life of the target group. RYC’s vision is based on 

universal standards and practices of the civil society.  One of RYC’s greatest successes is establishing 

cooperation with a large number of state and international institutions and organizations, citizens’ 

associations, foundations and the Roma community. 

RYC operates through the follow objectives:  

1. Promoting and supporting active citizenship within Roma youth, also including networking 

with institutions and support to institutions in development of active participation 

mechanisms; 

2. Active work and contribution to intercultural dialogue through capacity building and 

information services for Roma youth; 

3. Enhancing voluntary involvement of Roma young people, with working on promotional 

actions. 

 Links:  

https://www.facebook.com/Roma-Youth-Centre-361543394021372/ 

https://www.romagenocide-partofeuhistory.com/ 

http://romaorganizers.com/ 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Roma-Youth-Centre-361543394021372/
https://www.romagenocide-partofeuhistory.com/
http://romaorganizers.com/

